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Abstract

Multimodal Social semiotics has been a hot topic in the field of discourse research for a long
time, which refers to multimodal research from the perspective of social semiotics. Based on
big data of literature in the database of Web of Science from 1999 to 2019, visualized
function of an authoritative measuring tool CiteSpace is utilized to investigate the past and
present of multimodal semiotics. From the aspects of theme, keyword map, literature
co-citation map, author co-citation map, periodical co-citation map and author and country
distribution map, hot topics and themes, important literature and authors, periodicals and
representative scholar and country distribution of global multimodal semiotics research are
analyzed, which intuitively demonstrates the knowledge context of global multimodal semiotics
research. It is found that themes and keywords have an explosive growth after 2007 and
gradually expands to the field of applied research, among which, social semiotics is both a
research hot issue and frontier theme. In terms of literature co-citation, visual grammar in
Kress, G. VanlLeeuwen, T. Reading Images: The Grammar of Visual lays a foundation of
multimodal semiotics research, which is of groundbreaking significance. With regard to author
co-citation, international leading scholars are van Leeuwen T, Lemke J, OHalloran K and
Goodwin C, etc. For periodical co-citation, Visual Communication, Semiotica, Language social
semiotic, Intro functional grammar, J pragmatics and Intro social semiotic are important
literature sources and bases for global multimodal semiotics research. In terms of representative
scholar and country distribution, the number of published papers and research scholarship in
AUSTRALIA, ENGLAND, DENMARK, USA and FINLAND rank among the top in the world.
Through scientific statistics and analysis of multimodal semiotics from the above five aspects, it
is expected that this research can provide certain reference for future research on multimodal
semiotics.
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