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Abstract

Aiming at researching for the relations among the three traditional color systems of Korea,
China and Japan, including their similarities and differences in terms of color characteristics
as well as the connections between their theory formations. Creating color samples based
on standard color values of traditional color system, then analyzing its tone, brightness
and saturation by NCS to gain color characteristics as well as color similarities and
differences of the traditional color system of Korea, China and Japan, and at the same
time, to compare their theory formation. Regarding tone, the total percentage of red,
yellow, blue and green are all above 15% in three countries. The main color in Korea is
red, while in China and Japan the main color is vyellow. Concerning brightness,
Medium-brightness color is mainstream in Korea, while in China and Japan, high-brightness
color is dominant. In terms of saturation, In Korea, high saturation colors are prevailing
but in China, medium saturation color is dominant and low saturation color is more
prevalent in Japan. Their theory formation all affected by Chinese Yin and Yang and the
theory of five elements. These three countries all identify different stratum by limiting the
usage of colors on their costume, but varied color characteristics are developed in practice
application. As a result of the study, the diversity of traditional Asian colors was examined
through comparison between standard colors of traditional color systems. Through this
study, we hope to promote the application and development of traditional colors, and to
provide new ideas and design patterns for research on color culture between countries
and cultural exchange between various countries.
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