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Abstract

Retro has been a frequently mentioned concept in South Korea since the 2000s. In particular,
Wonder Girls, which debuted with a disco concept of the 70s and ‘80s in 2007, created the
phrase “Tell me craze” and caused the public to fall into retro sensibility. Since then, retro has
become an indispensable code for domestic idol style. The purpose of this study was to explore
the visual message reflected in Korean idols retro style. The study aimed to examine the
characteristics of retro style and its inherent meaning through a semiotic analysis of Roland
Barthes. For the literature review, previous studies, specialized books, and Internet articles were
collected and analyzed. Among the 60 teams of idols discovered through the search, the study
subjects were limited to those who were active from 2007 to 2020. Their music videos and
terrestrial and cable TV music broadcasts were collected and analyzed. Ten teams were selected
as the final research subjects. The analysis showed that the retro style of the idols' stage
costumes implied multiple meanings, such as visual expression of the music, growth as an
artist, the expansion of fandom, and fashion leadership and role model behavior. Various
symbols were used to convey these meanings.
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