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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the connotation implicit in visual messages of girl groups’ sportism
fashion style, with a reference to Roland Barthes's semiotics. The research method consists of a
literature review including previous studies, books, and online articles, through which data were
collected and analyzed. The collection method used for the selection of research subjects was
based on the “girl group reputation report” analyzed by the Korea Institute of Corporate
Reputation from January to June 2020, from which the monthly data on girl groups were
quantified and organized to shortlist top-30 girl groups. Video footage of a total of 223 songs
by the selected teams that aired on music channels on terrestrial and cable TV was then
analyzed to further narrow the list down to the final 12 bands for the research subjects. The
study shows that the sportism styles of girl groups took the form of a complex combination of
multiple visual symbols. The implicit messaging referred to the influx and retention of fandom,
pursuit of a youthful image, and an emphasis on identity
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