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Abstract

The bilingual typography in Chinese is mainly done between Chinese and Roman characters.
The difference between the two languages writing systems and reading methods cause visual
incongruity. Therefore, for the coexistence of the two, understanding of each typography,
namely, the historical background of the characters, to form, structure, and arrangement is
needed. Chinese typeface design has something in common in that they use visual illusion,
furthermore, there are some corresponding concepts between the two systems: Zijiao and
serif, Zhonggong and X-height, Zhongxian and baseline in typeface. The maching or mixing
Chinese with English letters began to take place in the early 20th century due to the influx of
Western culture. At that time, the serious challenge of matching was how to incorporate
Western horizontal writing into the vertical writing of Chinese characters. After the transition
period, the Chinese government adopted the horizontal writing of Chinese character in 1955,
and the era of Chinese-English bilingual typography began. By the early 21st century, various
problems of matching Chinese and English letters began to be highlighted as the mass
distribution of fonts was carried out due to the drastic development of computer technology
and the importance of visual information increased. This can be summed up as visual
dissonance caused by typefaces created in a relaxed response to the basics of mixing, such as
selection of matching English fonts, differences in type density, and adjustment of X-height size
of Chinese characters. This study aimed to broaden our horizons in the bilingual typography by
looking at the problems in the matching Chinese with English.
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