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Abstract

From the perspective of development history, underwear is closely related to women’s rights.
Underwear has witnessed the history of the disparity between men’s and women’s gender
status, and has also witnessed the development of feminism. Underwear itself is a symbol of
rich connotation closely related to feminism. Therefore, it is a very interesting and meaningful
research topic to analyze the femvertising design of underwear brands from the perspective of
semiotics. As a Chinese local underwear brand born in Shanghai, NEIWAI's brand positioning
determines that it is a "feminist" brand, focusing on women who pursue comfort, texture, and
design, and have self-assertion as the main target group, and pay attention to women's
self-expression and emotional value. This research first lays the theoretical foundation of the
thesis through the collection and study of related documents such as the development history
of underwear, semiology, advertising semiology, femvertising, and then uses the qualitative
research method of content analysis to select 17 feminist advertisements from NEIWAI's
advertisements as the object of research, based on the relevant semiotic theories of Saussure
and Jacobson, analyze the advertising design, and explore the symbolic features of these
feminist advertising designs from the aspects of character symbols, story symbols, plot symbols,
language and text symbols. NEIWAl's feminist advertisements disseminate products, brand
information, feminist lifestyles and values through the association of characters, stories, plots,
language and text symbols with the meaning of products, brands, and feminism, as well as the
organic combination of these symbol categories. And to create additional symbolic value and a
good sense of social responsibility for the brand.
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