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Abstract

Korea has experienced identity confusion and cultural severance undergoing the modernization,
Japanese Invasion, Korean War, Westernization, etc. This brought the country with fragmented
and institutionalized visual culture, centered on Western culture. In spite of this chaotic history,
the shamanism thought has developed becoming the root of Korean visual culture, as the
thought has been rooted into our daily lives providing Korean people's cultural basis for a long
time. It is the oldest source of mankind's culture which has evolved and developed according
to the society, custom, culture, etc. Korean shamanism, called as shaman culture, has been the
component of Korean's inner world, existing on the base of the culture. In this context, this
study tries to review the formative characteristics shown in the patterns of folding screens,
which connote the Korean shamanism, and search for the fundamental basis of the visual
language and the underlying answer for the basis of the Korean specific formative sense. As
such, this study reviewed shamanism and folding screens' patterns via previous studies and
related documents, and then, analyzed the formative characteristics of shamanism patterns
shown in the folding screens. As a result, firstly, there were mainly non-artful and exaggerated
patterns. These provided the hint of the beauty of humor. Secondly, in the layout, in order for
the maximization of hopes for luck, diagonal composition or inverse perspective were used.
Lastly, symbolic and strong colors based on the principle of Eumyang O-haeng (Yin-yang Five
Elements), Coexistence & Conflicts.

We hope the result of this study may be utilized as the basic research material for Korean
specific visual language and expects the national level new attention on the identity of the
Korean design.
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