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Abstract

The entrance space that decides the first image of school shows the differentiated school
identity according to symbol and specialization strategy of school brand, and the slogan sign
design plays an important role to visually decide the school identity. In reality, however, the
slogan sign design of entrance space in actual middle school is formed in stiff sign design
focusing on text. Thus, this study understood the current status of sign design and slogan
appeal type in each school through a factual research on slogan sign design of entrance space
in middle school, produced four kinds of research samples to analyze if the calligraphic
expression would be more suitable for slogan sign design in middle school than digital
typeface, if it would have effects on attractiveness, and if it would have effects on affective
response of consumers, and then empirically verified them targeting total 176 male and female
middle school students. As a result, in the slogan sign design of entrance space in middle
school, regardless of slogan appeal type, the calligraphic expression had greater effects on the
suitability, attractiveness, and affective response of consumers than digital typeface. Thus, this
study inferred that the consumers would prefer the calligraphy as a visual image typeface
overcoming the stiff expression limitation of textualized digital typeface, and also verified that
there would be no effects of interaction between slogan appeal type and headline typeface
type. Also, there were no interaction effects on the suitability according to slogan appeal type
and design involvement while there were interaction effects on the attractiveness and affective
response. This study could be used as the basic data showing that the change into slogan sign
design of entrance space in middle school using calligraphy as visual image suitable for the
sensitivity and preference of consumers in the digital era could effectively establish the school
identity and also change the paradigm of stiff sign design of entrance space.
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