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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the color trend focusing on healthcare products that
have won the iF Design Award for the past 4 years, and to understand the Munsell H V/C
distribution and the characteristics of each color combination type, so it is used as basic data
when designing new products. To this end, we analyzed color trends by dividing a total of 365
products from 2018 to 2021 into general healthcare products and medical products. The color
analysis method was carried out according to the process of extracting Munsell H V/C with
color management software from product photos on the iF Design Awards website and
plotting them on the Munsell chart. Colors (hue) were classified into warm colors, cold colors,
and neutral colors. Then, the change in color trend was identified by dividing the value and
chroma into three groups. For color combination type analysis, the frequency was extracted by
subdividing into 15 types, and the similarities and differences between the general healthcare
product group and the medical product group were analyzed. The final derivative of color
trends can be summarized into three main categories. First, the health products of the two
groups had high frequencies of white (N9.5) and black (N1), PB and B colors, and YR and R
colors in common, and the frequencies of high and median values continued to be strong.
Also, it was confirmed that the ratio of high chroma to low chroma was high. Second, in the
case of general healthcare products, achromatic (white, black, gray) color schemes were
consistently strong, and the user-friendly combination of warm colors showed a tendency to
continue. Third, the characteristic of medical product group is that cold colors show 10~11%
higher frequency more than warm colors. It is characterized by expanding the high-middle-low
values and high-saturation areas with a focus on the cold color series. This is interpreted as
reflecting the characteristics of medical products that should give users a sense of stability and
trust.
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