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A Study on the Meaning of Sneakers Collaboration through Visual Patterns
focused on Collaboration from 2019 to 2022
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Abstract

The MZ generation who are at the center of a recent trend expresses their clear personality
without hesitation. They gain satisfaction from distinguishing themselves from others by
consuming unique products. Highly rare limited edition products in particular raise consumers'
desire to obtain these items. Sneaker companies that collaborate with designers, artists,
high-end fashion, and street fashion that this generation admire are satisfying this desire. The
limited release of collaboration sneakers started a long time ago. While in the past it was only
sneaker-heads that consumed these products, today even those that want to take advantage of
those values are now enthusiastic about collaboration sneakers. In this study the authors
collected 100 sneakers among the top 10 global sport-wear brands which awarded as a Top
Sneakers of The Year between 2019 and 2022 and visually analyzed interactions between the
design and the value by type and brand. The results show that the sneaker structure and color
changes by type and brand were similar, the characteristics of each brand was known, yet the
value of the collaboration sneaker did not seem to be related to the analysis results of the
visual pattern. It seems that it matters more which brand was collaborated with the sneakers
company than the actual design of the product. Collaboration will be a necessity rather than a
choice for shoe companies. It is hoped that this study will be used as basic data to understand
future changes in the sneaker collaboration market.
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