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Abstract

The development of digital media and the emergence of generative Al have brought changes
to the paradigm of visual communication design. This study analyzed how generative Al inter-
vene in the process of reconstructing urban brand cultural symbols and how the outcomes af-
fect the publics emotional perception and participatory experience. The research focused on
the resurgence of the 2010 Shanghai Expo mascot, and employed meme and the concept of
remediation as theoretical frameworks. UGC and secondary creations were analyzed with an
emphasis on their visual characteristics, and based on this analysis, a meme of the Osaka Expo
mascot was carried out using generative Al. Additionally, a survey was conducted to compare
perceptions and emotional responses among the original, user-created, and Al-generated
memes. The results showed that Al-generated memes received high evaluations in terms of cre-
ativity, emotional resonance, and cultural/brand recognition, indicating that generative Al has
the potential to facilitate the affective remediation and participatory diffusion of brand cultural
symbols. Therefore, this study suggests that generative Al goes beyond a mere image-gen-
eration tool, expanding the visual expression and emotional communication of urban brand
characters and pointing to the potential for creating new cultural symbols in the digital era.

Keyword
Generative AI(ME3Y Q1Z2l5), Urban Cultural Symbol(ZA| 23} 7|%), Meme(d), City Brand
Design(ZA| E2E C|z}0l)
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