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Abstract

This study examines the social functions of public design and the institutional feasibility of citizen
participation, and investigates the causes behind the recent dedine and disappearance of
participation-based public design policies in Seoul. The research aims to propose strategies for restoring
a sustainable participation structure. The analysis draws on the First Public Design Promotion Master
Plan, relevant laws and municipal ordinances, Seoul’s public design project documents, and the city's
budget reports from 2021 to 2025. In addition, the study reviews the participation structures and role
distribution among citizens, experts, and administrative bodies within the Seoul Design Governance
model. The findings indicate that, as Seoul's policy orientation shifted toward administrative efficiency,
budgets for citizen-participatory public design projects were gradually reduced and eventually eliminated
by 2024-2025. The analysis also confirms that public design operates most effectively when participation
is structured by stage—citizens in problem identification, experts in design and technical development,
and maintenance agencies in early feasibility assessment.

Keyword
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