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Abstract

The papal visits to Korea (1984, 1989, and 2014) elicited affective and religious experiences
beyond symbolic representation, while contemporaneous social emotions, ideologies, and
conflicts were reconfigured within religious signs. Grounded in Roland Barthes’ theory of myth,
this study examines the structural relationships linking the visual stimuli of official papal-visit
emblems to audiences affective appraisal and attitudes. Three official emblems (1984, 1989,
and 2014) were analyzed within their socio-cultural and religious contexts to identify
mechanisms of mythic signification and second-order implied meanings. Four visual components
—color, iconography, typography, and composition—were assessed using a semiosis analysis
matrix derived from Barthes’ myth-structural model. A survey of Korean Catholics (laity, clergy,
and religious; N = 286) was conducted, and the data were analyzed using SPSS 29.0 and
AMOS 29.0. The results indicate that visual signs operating within the mythic signification
structure are significantly associated with affective reception and attitudes. Group-difference
tests across ecclesial roles further suggest that reception of religious symbols may be
strengthened more by affective resonance than by theological considerations. By integrating
case analysis with regression and structural equation modeling, this study conceptualizes
papal-visit emblems as a mythic semiotic system and extends methodological approaches to
reception research in design and religious communication.
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