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Abstract

This study systematically analyzes the evolution and differences in Chinese and Korean lacquer
art across social structures, life practices, and aesthetic expressions from a historical-sociological
perspective. Based on Pierre Bourdieu's “Theory of Cultural Capital” and Donald A. Norman’s
“Emotional Design Theory,” this research establishes an analytical framework that traces the
dynamic progression from “macro-social order” to “meso-life practice” and “micro-aesthetic
experience.” The findings reveal that Chinese lacquer art evolved as “objectified cultural capital,”
emphasizing symbolism and ornamentality within the public sphere of ritual order and national
systems. In contrast, Korean lacquer art developed as “embodied cultural capital,” centered on
functionality and a restrained material aesthetic rooted in Confucian everyday ethics. The
comparative analysis facilitated by this framework elucidates the endogenous divergence in
aesthetic logic between the two nations and explores the potential for transforming traditional
lacquer paradigms into modern design languages, providing a theoretical foundation for the
contemporary reconstruction of lacquer culture.
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