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Abstract

In the course of modern and contemporary housing transformations, the kitchen has evolved
from a utilitarian space for cooking into a place with social and cultural significance. The
Frankfurt Kitchen of Germany, designed as the first standardized kitchen, reflected rationality
and functionalist thinking by maximizing household efficiency. In contrast, Japan’s system
kitchen, while influenced by the German model, emerged from the transition from traditional
floor-seated cooking to standing kitchens, and developed uniquely in combination with its own
residential culture. This study comparatively examines the kitchen modernization processes of
Germany and Japan, exploring how Western design paradigms were received and adapted in
an Eastern context. Through Deleuze's concepts of striated space and smooth space, it
confirms that kitchen modernization reflects not merely technological innovation, but broader
transformations in lifestyle and social structure.
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