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A Study on the Social and Environmental Valuation of Cultural Heritage
from an ESG Perspective

Focusing on cultural heritage acquired, donated, and entrustedly managed by the National
Trust for Cultural Heritage
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Abstract

This study analyzes the environmental and social values of cultural heritage from an ESG
perspective, focusing on sites managed by the Korea National Trust for Cultural Heritage. Using
criteria such as sustainability, community impact, education, and local economy, the findings
show that environmental value is generally well maintained through preservation and reuse,
while social value varies depending on the level of utilization. Actively used heritage sites
demonstrate higher educational, cultural, and economic benefits, whereas underutilized sites
show limited impact. The study concludes that the ESG value of cultural heritage depends
more on effective utilization than preservation alone, highlighting the need for a shift toward
utilization-oriented and community-linked management strategies.
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