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Abstract

As visual culture expands, traditional Chinese architectural symbols face formal erosion and
semantic disconnection in contemporary design. Moving beyond descriptive case analysis, this
study proposes a four-stage translational pathway model (extraction, deconstruction,
reconstruction, and regeneration) grounded in visual culture theory, semiotics, and Gestalt
principles. Analyzing roof tiles, gabled walls, domes, and lattice windows, the study
demonstrates how traditional forms are identified, resolved into basic elements, reorganized,
and stabilized as meaningful visual systems. Consequently, three pathway typologies are
established: form-oriented, structure-oriented, and symbol-oriented. This model provides an
analytical framework and practical methodology for symbol transformation, contributing to visual
design and cross-media cultural transmission.
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