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Abstract

This study critically examines the limitations of ethical design discourse, which has largely
focused on the moment of use, and argues for its expansion toward the continuity of human-
thing relations over time. While ethical design has improved user environments through
accessibility, inclusivity, and sustainability, it has paid relatively little attention to how human-
thing relations are formed and sustained through time. Drawing on the work of Anne-Marie
Willis, Jérdbme Denis, and David Pontille, this study proposes the UIC framework (Use-
Intervention-Continuity) as an analytical structure for understanding human-thing relations as a
process of ongoing mutual formation. Through scenarios concerning digital service termination,
irreparable products, and long-term use and care, the study shows that continuity depends less
on usability itself than on the possibility of user intervention and the design conditions that
support it. The analysis reveals that where intervention remains possible, relations and meanings
continue to accumulate, whereas blocked intervention leads to relational disruption. The study
therefore argues that ethical design should extend beyond immediate use toward designing the
conditions that sustain human-thing relations over time. Ultimately, it reframes the continuity of
such relations as an ethical issue and expands ethical design discourse toward a
relation-centered perspective.
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