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Abstract

This study examines how Chinese stone carving culture is being applied in contemporary design
from the perspective of cultural translation design, drawing on Homi Bhabha's theory of
cultural translation to establish an analytical model that operationalizes the process of cultural
translation into three levels—formal, symbolic, and contextual translation. Through literature
review, case analysis, and comparative analysis, five representative cases are selected and
analyzed along three dimensions: visual element extraction, translation strategy, and the level of
cultural meaning conveyed. A supplementary survey of 93 respondents was also conducted to
verify the analytical findings, and the results were broadly consistent with actual viewer
perceptions. The findings show diverse forms of modern design translation including IP-based
design, digital media transformation, lifestyle integration, and merchandise development. Two
underlying tensions are identified: cultural recognizability versus consumer accessibility, and
dissemination efficiency versus cultural depth. The study suggests that future stone-carving
cultural product design should combine multiple visual elements and supplement designs with
explanatory information.
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