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Abstract

In an era of information overload, the traditional advertising approach of direct information
delivery has become increasingly ineffective in sustaining audience attention. Accordingly,
creative advertising strategies utilizing differentiated visual structures have become increasingly
important. This study examines how the image-generation methods and paradoxical meaning
structures of Surrealist advertising influence audiences’ cognitive processes and meaning
construction, and aims to propose new visual communication strategies. To this end, the study
systematically investigates the relationships among the expressive characteristics of Surrealist
advertising, Paradox cognition, and Brand Knowledge, and develops a research model based on
the Stimulus-Organism-Response (S-O-R) framework. The results of the empirical analysis
indicate that Surrealist advertising evokes multi-layered Paradox cognition, and that such
Paradox cognition has a significant effect on the formation of Brand Knowledge. These findings
suggest that the paradoxical expressions employed in Surrealist advertising can function not
only as visually engaging elements but also as effective communication strategies for enhancing
brand understanding and memory.
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