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Abstract

Chinese traditional Five-Poison motifs consist of five figures: snake, scorpion, centipede, toad,
and gecko, and carry meanings related to child protection and wishes for peace. This study
aimed to apply the formative elements of Five-Poison motifs to children’s wear design. To this
end, the form, structure, and color characteristics of the motifs were analyzed through a
literature review and the organization of image materials. Based on the analysis, image
extraction, line drawing refinement, extraction of formative characteristics, and cartoon-style
redesign were conducted using graphic design software. Children’s wear designs were then
developed based on the circular type, embedded type, and free type. The results of the study
are as follows. First, the animal forms of the Five-Poison motifs were simplified to express both
child-friendly imagery and the symbolism of traditional motifs. Second, the structural
reorganization of the motifs through repetition and symmetry suggested the possibility of
applying traditional motifs in a modern design context. Third, by combining the Five Direction
Colors with the 2026 S/S color trend, the designs were able to express cultural identity as well
as bright and friendly imagery. This study is significant in that it provides basic data for the
modern reinterpretation of Five-Poison motifs and for the development of children’s wear
designs using traditional cultural motifs.

Keyword
Chinese traditional motifs(3= {E22), Five-Poison motifs(25(f5) =), Formative elements
(RYLA), Children’s wear design(0tsE C|zQI)
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