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Abstract

This study aims to critically examine the tendency of design history narratives to focus on visual
artifacts and stylistic changes, and to propose an integrated narrative approach that explains the
conditions and practical logics through which design operates in society. Although recent design
history research has expanded toward material culture, technology, institutions, consumption,
and user experience, image- and style-centered explanations still tend to recur in design history
education and introductory narratives. Based on a literature-based theoretical review, this study
identifies three key issues in design history narratives: the definition of research objects, narrative
methods, and evaluation criteria. It then discusses the need for a multidisciplinary approach to
address these issues. In particular, this study argues that design history should not be limited to
the genealogy of visual outcomes, but should be expanded to include user research, standards,
production systems, business models, and changing market structures. Based on this perspective,
the study proposes a staged narrative structure of “conditions-practices-forms.” In doing so, it
provides a conceptual and methodological foundation for expanding design history beyond a
chronology of images and styles into a field that explains how design becomes possible and
operates within specific historical and social contexts.
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