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Abstract

This study examines how foreign young adults in their 20s and 30s perceive public spaces
through sensory experiences. Based on 46 valid survey responses from foreign young adults
living in Busan and Gyeongnam, this study analyzes sensory discomfort related to light, sound,
smell, touch, and interpersonal distance. The findings show that sensory discomfort affects
spatial behavior, including shortened stays, movement to other spaces, sensory blocking, and
avoidance of revisiting. Smell and visual elements appeared as major sources of discomfort,
while sound and tactile conditions also influenced the sense of comfort in transportation
spaces, cafés, libraries, and parks. Therefore, public design in multicultural cities should move
beyond the average-user model and consider sensory strategies such as reducing glare,
controlling smell diffusion, providing low-noise areas, and improving tactile comfort.
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