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Abstract

Cultural-route signage functions as both a wayfinding system and a semiotic system conveying
route identity and cultural meaning. This study analyzed 16 purposively selected sign types from
the Jeju Olle Trail, Camino de Santiago, Kumano Kodo, and the Boston Freedom Trail,
comparing how route identity, directional guidance, route confirmation, and place identification
are realized, and interpreting the results through Lotman's concepts of the semiosphere,
cultural center, boundary and translation, and cultural memory. Standardization maintained
route consistency through the continuity of core signs and information rules, while variation
adapted materials, forms, and information structures to different functions and local contexts.
The four routes showed relatively prominent characteristics of, respectively, a Local Sign
Integration Type, a Common Symbol Distributed Variation Type, an Environment-Responsive
Heritage Mediation Type, and a Materialized Linear Memory Connection Type. This study offers
a framework for interpreting cultural-route signage as a semiotic system that translates shared
cultural codes into place-specific wayfinding forms.
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