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Abstract

This study develops SD (Super Deformed) characters and artifact illustrations by reinterpreting
cultural heritage from different periods represented in the National Museum of Korea. Historical
figures, costumes, ornaments, and artifacts were examined through museum collection and
exhibition materials. Design subjects were selected based on historical significance, visual
distinctiveness, narrative potential, and media scalability. The characters were designed with
rounded faces and shortened bodies, while costumes, colors, and accessories distinguished their
periods and roles. Artifact illustrations retained the essential silhouettes and patterns of the
originals but were simplified to harmonize with the characters. Combining characters with
related artifacts enabled the intuitive communication of historical roles and cultural
characteristics. The designs may be applied to cultural products, museum websites, social
media, digital exhibitions, videos, exhibition guides, and participatory programs. This study
proposes an accessible and expandable approach to presenting museum cultural heritage
through SD characters and artifact illustrations.
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