ISSINWINLEE VA KIDRS Korea Institute of Design Research Society £3 4035, 2026. Vol.11, No.3

= FH|o|Y=E ‘SEET JHEE ClAl HE A+

Character Design Development for the Chongyang Bronze Drum of
Hubei Provincial Museum, China

= A o g1 (Tan, Yu Yan) SHUTHSr L LHITHSH AIZTIR[RIMS HhARRY
AL ZE 0 HolEf (Jung, Euitay) SHYTHSIW ERICA TIR[RICHSE HFLIAO[ET|ARISt R W4

junget@hanyang.ac.kr

https://doi.org/10.46248/kidrs.2026.3.928
HeY 2026. 08. 16. / HAIRIEY 2026. 09. 11. / AMEELY 2026. 09. 14. / AMY 2026. 09. 30.




Abstract

This study aims to develop and evaluate character and applied designs by transforming the
morphological, functional, and cultural characteristics of the Chongyang Bronze Drum in the
collection of the Hubei Provincial Museum, China, into character design elements. Peircean
semiotics was used to analyze its formal characteristics, structural and functional features, and
related cultural meanings. Based on the three-level framework of cultural products, the
analyzed information was organized as design grounds across the outer-layer visual/formal,
middle-layer behavioral/functional, and inner-layer meaning/cultural dimensions. A basic
character form, behavioral expressions, a digital exhibition guide, and derivative products were
then developed, followed by an online survey of respondents’ subjective evaluations. Analysis of
210 valid responses showed a generally positive evaluation (M=3.95, SD=0.77). Visual
recognizability received the highest rating, while color-bronze harmony and character
friendliness were also rated relatively highly. In contrast, historical/cultural impression and
perceived ease of understanding the artifact's characteristics were relatively lower. By integrating
artifact information analysis, semiotic meaning interpretation, design element derivation,
character development, and user evaluation, this study proposes a character design
development process for museum artifacts.
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Chongyang Bronze Drum(&¥&), Character Design(ZH2IE| C|ZtQl), Peircean Semiotics(IHA
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