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Abstract

This study aims to develop a pulpit design suitable for the worship space of a church plant
and to analyze user acceptance tendencies among congregants in a single case. A church plant
was understood as a context-specific design environment in which limited spatial conditions,
relations between pastor and congregants, worship rituals, religious symbols, and faith-based
acceptance interact. Based on this perspective, the study examined a context-specific design,
Lewin’s field theory, and semiotic interpretation of religious symbols. The design concept was
established as “restrained symbolic communication.” The cross was translated into the frontal
structure and central axis of the pulpit, while the symbol of fire was expressed through
carbonized pine laminated wood, surface texture, and dark color tones. After production and
installation, an exploratory survey was conducted with 63 of 83 congregants. The results
showed that the pulpit tended to be perceived as dynamic, flexible, soft, and visually weighty.
The cross was relatively clearly accepted, whereas the symbolic meaning of fire through the
carbonized surface was accepted in a limited manner. This study suggests that a
context-specific design development case can connect contextual interpretation, formative
language development, production, installation, and user acceptance tendency analysis in
community-based design.

Keyword
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