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Abstract

This study aims to identify the design characteristics of spatial boundary blurring in the interior
spaces of small art museums. Based on previous studies, a total floor area of less than 1,000m
was adopted as the case-selection scope, and six cases, including five in Korea and one in
Japan, were selected. Four analytical dimensions—physical, visual, circulation, and perceptual—
and twelve detailed indicators were consistently applied to all cases. Spatial expressions
identified in photographs, drawings, and design descriptions were compared across the cases.
The results showed that horizontal and vertical connections and natural light and light-shadow
conditions were identified in all six cases, while openings, visual connections, relationships with
exterior spaces, and spatial depth and levels were repeatedly observed in multiple cases. Based
on these findings, four design characteristics were derived: visual openness and continuity,
spatial and circulation connectivity, perceptual expansion, and multidimensional overlap.
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