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A Study on the Visual Characteristics of Thriller Webtoon Backgrounds
Focusing on the Top Five Thriller Webtoons on NAVER Webtoon
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Abstract

This study aims to identify the visual characteristics of backgrounds in thriller webtoons and
examine how visual expressions contribute to creating tension and suspense. Five popular
thriller webtoons published on Naver Webtoon in July 2026—Sinche, Embarrassing Game, Pretty
Collection, Gwichon-ri, and Like Mother, Like Daughter—were selected, with three episodes
from each work analyzed. The study quantitatively examined panel composition and background
types and qualitatively analyzed visual characteristics such as perspective, color, brightness, and
saturation. Of the 1,518 panels analyzed, spatial backgrounds accounted for the largest
proportion at 61.52%, while one-point perspective was the most frequently used at 48.41%.
Three-point perspective and close-ups were also employed to enhance visual instability and
tension. In terms of color, thriller webtoons did not rely exclusively on low brightness and low
saturation; ordinary colors and bright backgrounds were also used to create tension through
the contrast between everyday settings and extraordinary events. These findings demonstrate
that backgrounds in thriller webtoons function not merely as representations of space but as
active narrative devices that guide readers attention and generate psychological tension and
suspense.
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