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Abstract

This study examines how blue jeans evolved from miners workwear through subculture into a
superculture enjoyed worldwide, and identifies the characteristics and factors of this
transformation. To do so, the study reviews the views of major scholars to define the concept
of superculture and its three characteristics—globalization, universality, and commerciality—and
examines the historical changes, cultural meanings, and transformation of blue jeans into a
superculture based on Korean and international studies and related sources. The findings show
that blue jeans spread worldwide after World War II. In the 1950s and 1960s, they became a
form of subcultural fashion symbolizing freedom, resistance, and youth through their association
with film stars, popular singers, and youth culture. As their use expanded across social groups
and generations and designer and premium jeans emerged, the subcultural meanings of
resistance and rebellion disappeared. Blue jeans then developed into a superculture
characterized by globalization, universality, and commerciality. This transformation was
influenced by the international spread of blue jeans through U.S. servicemen, the influence of
celebrities and media, the development of higher-end products, and the spread of business
casual wear. These findings show that the transformation of blue jeans into a superculture is a
process in which the culture of a particular group is reinterpreted and expanded through
historical and social change, becoming a global culture enjoyed across regional, class, and
generational boundaries.
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