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A Study on Semiotic Meaning of Unit Patch Design of the Republic of Korea Army
Focusing on Unit Patch Design of 42 Divisions of the Republic of Korea Army
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Abstract

During the process of the creation of 8 divisions of the Republic of Korea Army in 1949, unit
patches were made and used by attaching them to the left upper arm of the combat uniform in
order to identify the wearers' unit by division. The style has been applied thus far. Subsequently,
many units have been created, and unit patches were created and used to infuse each unit with
characteristics, ideologies, and values. However, unit patches were arbitrarily made according to the
opinions and tendencies of people who were in service at the time when they were made without
clear criteria. Therefore, it is considered possible to derive general tendencies by analyzing the shapes
and colors of unit patches that have ever made. Thus, this study was initiated. This study classified
unit patches of 42 divisions of the Republic of Korea Army based on changes according to semiotic
types, shapes, colors, and passage of time and then derived the semiotic meaning through the
results by classification item. As a result, most of them are characterized by the symbolic type, shield
and round shapes, and bluish colors on a white background. In addition, recently establish units are
more likely to use unit patches with shield shape and index type in numbers. It is considered
possible to use these results as reference materials when changing or designating unit patches in
the future. Furthermore, these results show how to change unit patches associated with future
changes in the Republic of Korea Army.
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